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A TRUE 


ACCOUNT 


OF 1 


ELECTION 


FOR 


Members of Parliament 


FOR THE 
2 City and Liberties of Me 1 7 
b IN A 
7 Letter from an Independent Elector 
N 


Ha of the City of Lox DON, 


CONTAINING, 


4 A Juſt Relation of the Arbitrary Proceedings and 
| > overbearing Methods that were made uſe of to 
= return the two old Members, by cloſing the 
Poll, before one Third of the legal Voters had 
polled, and an Impartial Inquiry into the dif- 
ferent Motives that occaſion'd Admiral VER. 
NON being put up at both Places on * 
Intereſts. 


0 Miſeri ! quæ tanta Infania, Cives 1 
Creditis avectos Hoſtes? aut ulla putatis No 
DONA carere n W---m ? Virg. 


_— 12 
ns * , _ _ —_— 


LONDON: 


be Printed for A. DOD D, at the Peacock, tho Temple Bar; 
9 gr Sold at St, Joy! . and a Es. . BP 
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—— LEASED amt hearyout 


on with ſo much Decency and 
Decorum, ſo unanimouſly in 
the Cauſe of Liberty, by having ſo large a 

Majority a Head in Favour of what you 


cal the Pintners-Hlal Lift ; give me leave 


to congratulate You, and the reſt of your 


4 


B worthy 


Election in the City is carried 


« 2 
4 * 6 } / 9 
* 


worthy Liverymen on that Occaſion ; and 
. the ſame Time, tho? I cannot receive the 
like Return from You, yet. ſhall comply 
with Your Requeſt, in giving Yow as an ex- 
hh act Account as I can of the whole Proceed- 
ings at the Election of Members for our ci- 


ty of We — ak 


„To begin with the firſt Steps that wore 
taken, on this Occaſion, to revive the Strug- 
gles of departing Liberty, and ſhake off that 
= of Corruption and inſolent Authority 


which hath even deprived the Electors of 


Weſtminſter of their Freedom of Voting ; 
and which this laſt arbitrary and deſpotic 
Proceeding at Covent Garden hath totally a- 


* 


boliſhed. I muſt premiſe to You; 5 that che 


GRAND Cox Ru rox of our Rights and 


Privileges (I am ſorry that any Engliſhman 
ſhould merit ſo infamous a Title) from the 
known Dependency of the Tradeſmen and | 
Voters of the City of Weſtminſter, on the 
Court and its Dependents, hath all along ſer 
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| 9 

it donn as his own without any Scruple, 1. 
ſeldom or ever gave himſelf any Trouble a- 
bout it: Two of his Tools were conſtantly 


recommended to the Burgeſſes only without 


ever conſulting the main Body of the Elec- 
tors; theſe Burgeſſes uſed their Authority 
over thoſe whom they knew could not refuſe 
them, and the Members propoſed were as 
{ſurely Elected as put up. This was defign*d 
at the preſent Election, and J don't appre- 
hend that they imagined there wou's have 
been [0 Oppoſition, 


Bu 7 ſoon after the diſſolving the Par- 
liament, a great Number of the Inhabitants 


at different Times and Places having loudly 


complained that their Right of Voting for 
themſelves was broke i in upon by the Bur- 
geſſes, Sc. and that by having but two 
Members propoſed who by their behaviour 


| in the late Parliament, and for ſeveral other 


Reaſons, they had no Cauſe to think wou'd 
ſo earneſtly conſult the Intereſt of the 
B 2 Coun» 


(#) 


= . but how fruitleſs ſych Attempts are, and 
1 conſequently what Redreſs we are to expect 
ll from the next Parliament, the Reſult of this 

DB Stand for Liberty at Wehminſter will evince 
4 all the unhappy Lovers of hein Country, . 


I's Purſuance of the Scheme theſe yor- 


Vernon who in all Probability is now im- 
mortalizing himſelf abroad, and endeayour- 
ing to recompence his Country for the Inju- 
ries we haye ſuſtained, wou'd be a proper 


K 


and more eſpecially as they propoſed to put 
him vp in Conjunction with the Honourable 


CounTRY 4s, the CovRT ; a. Number. of 


| the Electors one Evening appointed a F riende 
| ; ly Meeting to « conſider among themſelves, 
| what Propoſal could be made as the moſt 
E Efleftual Means co remove the Inconyenien- 
g Cies, they labour?d under, and retreiye if 
poſſible their antient Freedom. of Voting, 


thy Gentlemen had form'd, it was remarked 
1 | by one in Company that the Brave Admiral 


Repreſentative for the City of Weſtminſter, 


Sir 
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Bir Charles Wager, that if they two ſhould 
be Elected it wou'd be not only for the Good 
and Honour of the City of Ve eſeminſter bu 
the whole Proceeding wouꝰd ſeem more uni⸗ 
form and of a Piece, as as they wou'd be Tex 
preſented by 7wo H/ orthy Admirals, | 


* 1s Propoſal was backed by another 

Gentleman, who added that as a certaia 
Prevailing Party had made a meer Tool of 
the worthy Admiral, and proſtituted him to 
little leſs than Infamy by joining his Namę 
with ſuch a Sezt of Candidates for the great 
and opulent City of LonDon, as were he 
at 1 Home, he wou'd ſcorn to converſe with, 
much more to rank with them in the grand 
Aſſembly of the Nation; that as this was 
maniteſtly gone with no other View than t 
Land Mar a the three other worthy 
Aldermen who Were joint Candidates with 
Him; ; that the Admiral being juſtly and 
fickervedly the preſent Favourite of the Feo- 


** 


(5e) 


ple was for that Reaſon, in the city of Las: 


don preſs'd into the Service of a hireling 
Crew of mercenary Wretches whom it is 


well known his Soul abhors ; that therefore 


it reſted in the City of Weſtminſter to take off 
the Odium from the rever*d Name of VE R-. 


NON, and by electing him declare they had 


the Good of their Country at Heart, by 
: mewing 2 Grateful Acknowledgment for the 
Favours he had done it, and that was the 


only Method that could in any Sort make a 


Retaliation for the Indignity which had been 
offered him in the City of London. 


Tas Reſolution was agreed to, and a 
certain Number of the Electors were deput- 
ed to attend Sir Charles Wager the enſuing 
Day, to know if ſuch a Propoſal were a- 
greeable to him, and to intreat him to com- 
ply with it ; but he abſolutely refuſed it, and 
284 am informed, returned them a very odd 
Anſwer, upon their urging their Rouen, a 
little Warmly tho? Moden). 
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Tars e Repulſe a but ange 
pointed them, but being too ſenſible of the 
Effects of quietly yielding to the Burden of 
Oppreſſion, they were determined to make | 
a glorious Effort, to throw it off, not oply 
in Behalf of themſelves, but to ſet an Ex- 
ample to the reſt of the Nation. Accordy 
ingly, an Advertiſement was put in the Pas 
pers of the next Day, to deſire thoſe Friends 
of Admiral Vernon, who were IN PEPE N 


DENT ET EC Tons for the City and Liber- 
ties of Weſtminſter, and who were deſirous 


of propoſing him as a Candidate to ſerve in 
Parliament for the ſaid City, to meet at the 
Greyhound Tavern in the Strand to conſult a 


proper Perſon to join with the Admiral as 


Candidate: Upon this Notice, a great Num- 
ber of Electors came to the Place appoint- 
ed, but by the Maſter of the Houſe (for 
Reaſons that may be eaſily gueſs'd) they 
were refuſed to be ſhewn a Room, and were 
obliged to adjourn to another Houſe ; ſq 

_ early 


good Manners, . 


19 


early did their arbitrary Proceedings coms 


mence, and private Influence begin to exert 


15 itlelf. At this Meeting, it was unanimouſ- 


ly reſolved, to ſupport the Reſolution they 
had taken in Regard to Admiral Vernon, 
and after ſome Time ſpent in Conſultation 


| who was the propereſt P erſon to ſer Wyn 


Conjundlion with him, the General Voice 
pointed out CHARLES Evyin, Eſq; who 
was then preſent, but not expetting the Ho 


once mentioned it to any One, till he did 


fuſed him, but after having taken Time "ul 


fland the Election; and every Thing was 
puſhed forward with the utmoſt Vigour yet 
carried on with the higheſt Decency and 


= 
9 
1 
* 


nour they defi gd him; nay, ſo far was he 
from being acquainted with it, that lam 
told the Perſon who firſt propoſed it never 


it in that publick Manner, which coming 0 
unexpected to Mr. Edwin very. much con- 


che next Day to conſider of it, he agreed to 


Tas. 


n 


Tn E Alacrity that appeared in all De- 
grees of People to contribute to the Succeſs 
of Admiral Vernon and Mr, Edwin, and the 
Taunts and Jeers that were flung on tlie o- 
ther Candidates greatly alarmed them, and 
made them juſtly apprehend their Intereſt 
declining; and in order to ſupport it; all 
the vsUuat Methods were put in Practice, 


a prodigions Number of Watermen, Clerks 


of Publick Offices were order'd to be in 
Readineſs the firſt Day: Accortingly, on 
Saturday, May the Second, the grand Al- 
tack began, which was open'd by the De- 
pendents z and the two Courtiers were con- 
ſiderably a Head the firſt Day 3 and well 
they might, for even the Clerks were ſtre- 


nuous for them, and by the Wife Manage- 


ment of the Directors of the Poll, not one 


Perſon that polled was ſworn that Day; ſo 
that, only ſet aſide that Days Poll, and 


Vernon and Edwin would even, when the 
Ss | Books 
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pine ſueh an extraordinary Step to be taken 


wards g various Conjectures have been made 
about if, but what ſeems to me moſt proba- 


Qath on iSarurday, : that they might pour in 
4 great Number of People to poll, whether 
legal ar not no matter; they imagined they 
would: fwell the Number, and by the Bulk 
thercof deter the other Candidates from 

pufſuingthzir Intentions, or fri ghtem tlie 11 
ul. ee, Elbors from ſtanding by chert, as 

0 | 5 OE POE could ave 0 Shape: 
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Tub the Poll bande 46 it after- 
ard darried on with Chicanery, and all the 
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4 T- 18:2 ae 5 Diſpute, es occa- 
as not to ſweer any Poller the firſt Day, 
and yèt to ſwear. them all every Day after- 


ble is} what the Deprndunis being conſcious of 
their own Weakneſs, contrived to omit the 
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lo mean Artifices that cqu}d be invented. 
the Eagerneſs of the People and the Ap - 
plauſe beſtowed on Vernon and Edwin were 
conftrued into a downright Riot, when at 


the ſame Time it is notorious that all the 


Diſturbance that was made, began on the 
ſide of Wager and Sundon ; for Notwith- 
ſtanding the Admiralty Watermen and a 
whole Body of Lnoren Dependents were polled 


on Saturday, yet the Day concluded very 


quiet; 2 but on Monday the main Quarrel 


 happen'd ; which was occaſion'd by this Ac- 
| cident. x; 


As I obſerved,. every One was fond. of 
ſhewing that he was in the Intereſt of the 


worthy Admiral, and to make themſelves 
more conſpicuguſly ſa, on Mepdgy Morning 


they all diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by wearing = 
the Bills of Pp ernan and Edwin in their Hats, 


and che Dependents fearing their Strength. 
brought down a Poſſee of Bridgemey, 


T. ven to the Bridge, Inmates in Somgrſet 
: E 2 | Hou:. > 
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Houſe, the Meuſe, Whitehall and the Dutchy, 
theſe all paſſed current, and were allowed to 
Poll, tho” the Returning Officer, as I ſhall 
| ſhew preſently afterwards refuſed ſeveral - 
Perſons who came from the ſame Places to 
poll in behalf of Vernon and Edwin; but I 
it ſeems the Secret of this Election was, as 
much as to ſay, Sir, if you are a Depen- 
dent come from where you will you ſhall 


< Poll, but if you have the Aſurance to 
* &5 


deem yourſelf independent whatever In- 


cc 


and will refuſe you,” 


WI I. this pafs?d on, and to proceed 
Febu like to the End of their Intention, they 
were not content with this, nor even of pol- 
ling ſome of theſe three or four Times over, 


but on Monday, the People were alarmed 


by a Body of ſuch like worthy and properly 


_ qualified Voters coming up Southampton-ftreet 


to poll for Sanden and Wager, and in order 


to make them formidable, the Rear was 


brought 


diſputable Right you have to poll we muſt 
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brought up by about an Hundred Life” 


Guard Men, and Foot Soldiers in their Re- 
gimentals; this irritated the People to think 
that a Pack of Locuſts who devour the. Fat 
of the Land, and though wholly unuſed to 


War, yet are well ſkilld to Plunder in Times 


of Peace, ſhould come up in the Face of the 
World to vote away the Rights and Privi- 
leges of thoſe who maintain them, and 
which by the Nature of their Inſtitution 


they are bound to aſſiſt in deſtroying. How- 
ever they met with no other Inſult from the 


People than ſome Reflections upon them for 
their peaceable Diſpoſition, and ſome Taunts 


for appearing in Oppoſition to a worthy Ad- 


miral who is labouring Abroad for the Ho- 


nour and Welfare of his Country, while 
they like idle Drones are devouring the Ho- ö 


ney at Home. The Name of Vernon was it 
ſeems as diſagreeable to their Ears, as it is 
to thoſe who command them, for to ſhew 
that they were not ſo peaceably inclined as 
they were repreſented, and that at leaſt a 

= Soldier 


(18 ) 


Soldier can fight when the E-----r ſupplies 
him with Wine and \ Beef 3 2 young Lad 


ſounding the Name of Vernon too power- 


Fully, one of theſe yaliant Gentlemen very 


| heroically ſtept out of his Rank, and knocks 


him down, but the Lad without any Aſ- 


ſiſtance ſoon convinced him of his Error, 
and gave him Poſſeſſion of the ſame Chan- 


nel he had lain him in before 3 the reſt of 


theſe brave undaunted Commanders (every 


one no doubt fit for a Ceſar, or an Hlexane 


der, at leaſt) ſeeing their Brother worſted, 


and by ſo puny a Warrior, could not but 
reſent the Affront, and fell to it Pell-Mell, 


to revenge their Companion's Diſgrace, the 
People who cannot reliſh being dragoon'd 
out of their Senſes, tho? they don't know 
how ſoon they may be brought to it, could 
not bear to ſtand quiet and fee their F riends 


bleeding upon the Ground for ng Provoca- 


tion at all, took Part with the Sufferers, and 
ſpon. put theſe 13 Sons of Mars to 


ITO 1 Flight 


and Neighbours knock*d down, and lie 
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(19) 


Flight, who thought it much better to ef- 
counter a Piece of 'Roaft- Beef than an In- 


eenſed Moby and nccordingly took Refuge 


in a neighbouring Tavern, whether they 
were cloſely purſued, - and notwithſtanding 
they were reinforced, and made ſeveral Sal- 
lies to force their Way through, they were ; 
| repulſed with Loſs and Shame, and com: 
R wes to —_ their Garriſon, . 


*F1s very plain that the Bree be: 


gan the Uproar, for had they paſs'd on to 


poll without offering to ſtrike any one, in 
all Probability there would have been noDt- 

ſturbance at all bur ballobing and ſubh like, 
which is uſual at all Elections. But not 
content with what they had already done, 
the Soldiers kid not been long in the T. 
vern defore Somebody, up wo Pair of 


Stairs, ſhow'd down a large Flower Pot 


from the Ledge ir ſtood upon before the 
Window | ow: the Street, which (Boxer 
did 
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did it) could not be expected but * 
ſuch a Concourſe of People it ſhould dafh 
out Somebody? s Brains; but it providential- 
17 fell to the Ground, without doing any 
Manger of Miſchief. | This, however, did 
nat anſwer the End of the Beſieged, whoſe 


Iyclinations apparently were to do all the 


Miſchief they could, and for that Purpoſe 


they ſoon after chrey out of Window Bot- 
tles full of Wine, and empty Bottles, Knives 


and Forks, &e. upon the Peoples Heads, by 
Which ſeveral were dangerouſiy wounded, 


one Perſon received ſuch a Wound on! the 


Head by a Battle: that his Life is deſpair- 
ed of; another had a Fork fuck | in the 


Calf of his Leg, and a great many others 


met with other Hurts: This ſo enraged the 
; People that they, immediately attacked the 
Houſe with Stones, Cc. and in a ſhort 
Space demoliſh'd the Windows. from Top 
to Bottom. This no doubt was carrying 
Things to an Extremity, but if any Thing 


of this Nature will admit of an Excuſe, the 
 Dependents 
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(a) 
Dependents no doubt furniſhed hem 1 a 
a very plauſible One, by not only begin- 


ning the Aſſault, but continuing it by ſuch 
indirect and cruel Means. 


TRE next Day they appeared in another 
Form, and as the Land Forces in their Ser- 
vice had been vanquiſnhed, they were wil- 


ling to try what they could do with Sazlors, 


and accordingly had provided a choice 


Number of ſturdy Pea Jackets well armed 


with Bludgeons, Theſe ſtood for three or 
four Hours to the Terror of all free Pollers 
till ſome honeſt Butchers, coming to poll, 
and not much liking the Looks of their 
Bludgeons, they very quietly diveſted the 
Sailors of them, and out of a due Reſpe& 


genteely handed them up to the Huſtings to A 


their Admiral. This was the Method made 
uſe of to moleſt thoſe who came to poll, 
and to deter them from it, Now let us 
take a View of ſome of their notable Tran- 


D factions | 
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CI - 
ſactions to induce Voters to turn Dependents, 
who were otherwiſe inclin'd. 


| No ſooner did they find that the natural 
Bent of the People would make the Oppo- 
ſition vigorous, but all their little Arts 


were ſummon'd and all Manner of Iuflu- 


ence made uſe of; thoſe whom they thought 
too ſtout to yield upon Threats were ſoften'd 
by milder Uſage, and cajoled into the Par- 
ty ; the Publican who refuſed to vote for 
the Dependents was threaten'd that as he had 
two Soldiers quartered upon him he ſhould 


have three, or if that would not do they 


were given to underſtand that there were In- 


formations exhibited againſt them, which 


would be put in force if they did not com- 
ply,which if they did ſhould be quaſh'd ; or 
theſe and other means they forced ſeveral to 
vote directly contrary to their Inclinations 


and Conſciences. 
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PRSOxs in the Liberty were pertnit- 
ted to poll for the Dependents when others 
out of the ſame Liberty who came to poll 
for the Independents were abſolutely refuſed, 
and when they demanded a Reaſon for ſuch 
| an unaccountable Proceedyre, no other was 

ö aſſigned but a downright Negative that they 
mould not poll and this was the Caſe of the 
Savoy Precinct, thirteen or fourteen whereof 
went up to poll for Sundon and Wager and 
were admitted without Scruple, but about 
two Hours after a Body of People from the 
ſame Place to the amount of one Hundred 
1 or Upwards coming up in behalf of Vernon 
and Edwin, they were told they had no 
| Right to Poll neither ſhould they, Where is 
the Equity of this ? Or is this tobe called 
an Impartial Free Election? For doubtleſs 
if all theſe Inhabitants of the Savoy had 
declared for the Dependents they would 
have been received with open Arms, and 
their. Votes been accounted as good as the 


D 2 beſt, 
DS 
pot 
5 — 


( 24 ) 


| beſt, Can any Law countenance, or will 


any Man in his Senſes Juſtify ſuch arbitrary 
Proceedings as theſe £ 

'Dvi RIN 0 the Time 5 the Election, 
His Mazeſty 8 Departure to viſit his German 
Dominions intervened; upon which Occa- 
ſion the Right Honourable Sir Charles Wa- 
ger was ſuddenly called away to convoy His 
Majeſty | to Holland, I mention this Inci- 


dent, becauſe, I belieye, that the Middleſex 


Magiſtrate, who was Agent and Repreſen- 
tative for Sir Charles, upon that Occaſion, 
might give f ſome Diſguſt to the People at 
| beings ſeen there, 


T H E Poll was ; carried on in | this Con- 


fuſion, ill Friday laſt, and it is generally 


chought that had there been a Scrutiny, 
notwithſtanding all the Papers gave the 
Majority to the Dependents, yet they had 
ſo many bad Voters, that Admiral Vernon 


and My, Edwin mult have been declared 


due! Y 
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duely elected, that is, if the Returning Of- 
ficer would have thought proper ſo to have 


done; for it was currently reported that a 


Declaration was made by ſome of the 


Friends of the Dependents that they were no 


Ways apprehenſive abgut. the Poll, for, Jet 
the Majority be were it- would, they were 
very certain Sundon and Wager would be re- 


turned: If this be true, might they not 


have ſpared all the Expence a and Trouble of 
a regular Election, and prevailed on the 
High Bailiff to declare whom he would 
chuſe for Repreſentatives. This would have 
been a much more caſy and expeditious. Me- 
thod, it would have ſayed the Windows of 
the Croſs Keys Tavern; the Lite Guardmen 
might have ſate ſale in the Sutler's at Mhite- 
Hall without Danger of having their Heads 
broke; the Worthy, Juſt, and Merciful 
Colonel D- had eſcaped a Tweak by the 


Noſe; and my Lord Sundon's Chariot had 


not been broke to Pieces, which to be ſure, 
will put him to ſome Expence to repair it; 
but 
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but as the poor Gentleman has undergone 
ſuch Fatigue in the Service, I hope that will 


be conſider'd and made good as the Tayern | 


Windows were. 


Wr come now to the Cloſing of the 
Poll, which is look'd upon as the moſt ex- 
traordinary Thing of the Kind that ever 

| happen'd; Lord Sundon and Sir Charles 
Charles Wager, who, as I obſerved before 


got conſiderably on Head by the firſt Days 


Artifice, found their Intereſt dwindle and 
the others ſo much encreaſe that they were 
within a few of being even with them; how- 
ever, they continued Polling, till one of 
the Dependent Candidates obſerving from the 


Huſtings a conſiderable Body of People ad- 


vancing with a White Flag born before 


them, on which were inſcribed Liberty and 


Property, the very Words ſo alarmed him, 
as knowing very well they could not by that 


be coming to vote for him, that he inſiſted 


upon the PO LL being cloſed immediate- 
| | | ly ; 
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ly 3 which the Returning Officer as ſoon 


complied with, adding, that they went in 
Danger of their Lives, Mr. Edwin and his 
Friends proteſted againſt the Cloſing of the 


Poll, but it ſignified Nothing, the High 


Bailiff cloſed the Books, Mr, Edwin loudly 


complaining againſt this unprecedented Pro- 
ceeding, and the Dependents retired by them- 
ſelves into the Church, and the returning 
Officer returned Sir Charles Wager, and the 
Lord Sundon duely elected for the City of 


Weſtminſter. 


T us ended our Election as to the le- 


al Part of it, but the finiſhing Stroke of 


all, and what moſt redounds to our Honour 
was the Military Part of the Ceremony; it 
was obſerved . (which is cuſtomary at ſuch 


Places where a Concourſe of People are 


aſſembled together) that a great Number of 
Foot Soldiers were intermixed and very ac- 
tive and induſtrious amongſt the Mob; but 


about an Hour before the Poll cloſed, there 


ag 
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were attending ſeem'd pleaſed at it, hoping 
that as they who compoſed the greateft Part 
of the Mob wete Ariwin off, the Election 


would go on undiſturbed, and they ſhoutd 


have leſs Trouble in giving in their Polls, 
but they were ſoon convinced of their Error, 
and found: that they were only prudently ſent 
for away to return again in a regimental Or- 


der, and ſuppreſs the Mob _ had before 
_ occaſioned, 


Tux Declaration being made, at the 
Time when ſo many Voters waited ready to 
poll; incenſed them to the higheſt Degree 
and: had not the Dependents been conſcious of 
their ill Conduct, and that it was ſo glaring 
it ſtood in need of Force to protect it, if 
they had not taken that Precaution and pru- 
dently order'd down a Party of the Guards 
to ſupport them, I dont know to what 

Heights the Rage of the ne might 


have 


wins not dhe to be ſeri, they wete all flit 
ar imperceptibly, and the Voters that 


3 


. Br. be _ 0 Ne ag LN r 
r ah bog he VCC ß a ae 
DOE X( TSS» GE EE Re ff 77... 
22 ee ce , _— 
DIAM SELLS 8 Tr r * 


N 
ee 


* 
** 


8 
k N12 
: 2 
2 
* 
2 
1 
3 
3 
* q * 
. * 
1 
1 
8 


SOLE . 2 * 8 8 : 'P N el 3 4 ” * . 2 : 5434 
8 ET. f 2 NS T3” r ANN. 8 7 er 1 1 27 WS 
- x . e RC ES TE ee bh ned II nt tony CRE Bo N = 8 2 3 FEI 
Lad 2 = eo * S m RT TTY DL r RR a AE. ED . > 7 ee _— 
——., RE ORE RE ↄ er FART x ⁊ he CASES 


(29) 


have riſen; however all could not reſtrain 


them from wreaking their Malice on Lord 


Sundon, his Chariot, Horſes, and Coach- 


man'.ſuffer*d prodigiouſly, and he himſelf 
obliged to make his Eſcape in a Hackney: 
Coach; the Soldiers came in two Parties un- 
der Arms with their Bayonets fixed, and 
kept ſeveral Perſons confined a 


1 


Time in the Rails of Covent: Garden en 


Yard, Whether this can bg called a Free 
Election I leave to any unprejudiced Per- 
ſon to determine. This I am fore of, at 


leaſt, that it is contrary to the Act of Par- 


liament for Preſerving the Freedom of Elec. 


tions, where every Soldier is puniſhable for 


being near the Place during the Time of an 
Election; but that it ſeems may be diſpenſ- 
ed with to-ſerve the Tools of Power whene- 


ver they ate determined: to'carry a Point; 


for ſo far were the Soldiers from being at apy- 


| Diſtance from Couent Garden that a Serjeant 
very deſervedly underwent the Diſcipline of 


on Mob in being duck'd for drawing his 
ä Sword 


(30) 
Sword upon them. And it muſt certainly 
ſhew that he was countenanced in ſo doing 
by calling the Standing Army down upon us, 
and openly avowing, that we were at their 
\ Pleaſure to yield up their Rights and Pri- 
vileges, or our Lives were at their Mercy, 


Tavs ended the Weſtminſter Election, of =_ ; 
which, I believe, there never was the like - 4 
Inſtance before; and this plainly ſhews us | 4 

that it is in vain ever to hope for Redreſs: 
The laſt Oppoſition that was made to the 
Court Members was, when Mr, Cotton ane! 
another Gentleman were ſet up againſt Sir 3 
Thomas Croſs and Mr. Lowndes, that met | 
with as little Succeſs as this, but was not at- A 
tended with ſuch unprecedented Proceedings. - 
To ſum up the Whole, I take the State of , =_ 
the Caſe to be this: Here was only the good 
Wiſhes of the Electors who were not ſaviſp 
; Dependents, and à private Purſe to fight the 
Cauſe of Liberty againſt, a Majority of 
Hirelings and a Publick Treaſure ; and we * 
| ſhall 
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ſhall never have Members in Weſtminſter in 
the Intereſt of their Country, *till we can buy 
the E- r, or beat a Standing Army. 


As to the brave and truely Worthy Ad- 
miral VE RNON, it is evident, that the Elec- 
tors of Weſtminſter, propoſed him as an Ho- 
nour to his Country, and did to their utmoſt. 
to ſupport his Election. The Defign of his 
being ſet in ſuch different Lights in the two 
Cities ſeems to me to be this: The Miniſte- 


rial Party conclude, that if he ſhould be 


choſe for ever ſo many Places, their Country 


will loſe ſo many Voices 'till he determine 


where he will ſerve; and again, by oppo- 
ſing him in Weſtminſter, they only enſure 
Two who are already their own, while by 
puſhing him in London they ſeem to adopt his 
Merit, and tho? it fails will reflect upon that 


great City for lighting the Man whom they 
have hitherto idolized, 


( 3:2 ) 


# 


RI 3 LN $3 - 7 $1 4s 244 Fes I. L 
a o We, Sir, have failed in aſſerting, 
our Privileges, . Iam rejoiced that you have 
been more ſucceſsful, *tis from your Beha- 
Wour the whole Nation muſt form the Stan- 
dard of theirs, in which 1 wiſh them Equal 
Sucgeſs, if not, we muſt endure another Se- 
den Years of, miniſterial, Slavery * and then, 
Happineſs, Arndt, Wealth, Liberty and Eng- 
tang. all Geog, Night. I am, Sir, 
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J, Publifet, an 


uu, 2 T. Harris af the LAG Glas 
 and© Bible, on Londoh-Bridge. met 


\ Frerminations of the Honourable Houſe: of Cots. 

mons, Concerning Elections, and all their Inci- 
dents; As che Iſſuing of the Writ, the Taking of the 
Poll, the Scrutiny, the Return, the. Qualifications of 
the Electors ard Elected, Oaths to be Taken, Rights of 
Election in the ſeveral Cities and Boroughs, Evidence 
roper on Hearing, Diſqualification by Offices, Bribery, 
eck Riots. The Whole Alphabetically digeſted 
under proper Titles, and interſperſed with Ab tracts of 
Acts of Parliament on the Subject; allo Two Tables, 
(viz.) One of Statutes uſed in the Work , the other of 
the Principal Matters, Price 3s. 6 d. 


